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November 9, 1945 2d. 
SAVE EVROPE NOW 


Albert Hall: 
Archbishop for 
Nov. 26 meeting 


“Hunger and privation may 
bring a further terrific human loss 
more devastating even than the 
atomic bomb.” 
puis QUOTATION FROM MR. 

BEVIN’S RECENT COMMONS 
SPEECH MIGHT BE THE TEXT 
FOR THE ALBERT HALL DEMON- 
STRATION WHICH IS TO BE HELD 
ON MONDAY, NOV. 26 AT 7 P.M. 


The meeting will press for joint 
action by the Allies, and more urgent 
and effective action by ourselves, to 
prevent catastrophe in Europe this 
winter. 

The Archbishop of York will be in 
the chair; the speakers will be: 

Robert Boothby, MP 
Clement Davies, KC, MP 
Michael Foot, MP 

Victor Gollancz 

T. L. Horabin, MP 

Eleanor Rathbone, MP 
Lt.-Col. Rees-Williams, MP 
Sir Arthur Salter, MP 

R. R. Stokes, MP 

There will be some free seats at the 
door, but the majority will be re- 
served (ls. each). Application for 
reserved seats should be made (with 
remittance) to Mrs. Duff, 14 Henri- 
etta Street, Covent Garden. 

On Tuesday last, a deputation led 
by Mr. Victor Gollanez met the Minis- 
ter of Food to urge on him the prac- 
ticability of some voluntary scheme 
by which individuals in this country 
could help in the work of “Save 
Europe Now.” 


IF THE PRESIDENT 
WERE ROOSEVELT! 


A last chance to 


‘buy off’ Russia 


INSTEIN has given us a detached view, from his solitary 


scientific eminence, of the human predicament. 


Without a 


world-government “ wars are inevitable.” The atom-bomb merely 
makes the inevitable war more devastating. Still, an atomic war 


would not “destroy civilization.” 


Possibly two-thirds of the 


human race would be destroyed: but enough books and men 


capable of thinking would 
remain to enable civilization to 
start again. 

That is a very long-term view. For 
most mortals, civilization would be 
pretty well destroyed if two-thirds of 
mankind was annihilated. And what 
is meant by civilization? Einstein 
obviously regards it, objectively, as a 
mainly technological affair: what the 
pre-historians call a “culture.” 
Civilization, in this sense, might sur- 
vive in USA while being blotted ‘out 
in Europe. 

And what is to prevent another 
atomic war in which two-thirds of the 
surviving third is annihilated—and 
so on, to zero?» Nothing but a world- 
government, says Hinstein. As to 
whetker the surviving third after the 
atomic war which is inevitable with- 
out a world-government would have 
the sense to establish one, Einstein ex- 
presses ‘no opinion. 


Who gets the secret ? 


Bur Einstein’s practical sugges- 

tions for action now ara, at 
least, admirably clear. Do not give 
the secret of the bomb to the Security 
Council. Do not give it to the Soviet 


Union. 

“Either course would be like the action of 
a man with capital who, wishing another 
man to work with him .on some enterprise, 
should start out by simply giving his prospec- 
tive partner half his money. The second man 
might choose to start a rival enterprise when 
what was wanted was his co-operation. 

The secret of the bomb should be committed 
to a werld-government and the USA should 
immediately announce its readiness to give it 
to a world-government. Thia government 
should be founded by the United States, the 
Soviet Union ond Great Britain—the only 
three powers with great military strength. 

All three of them should commit to thia 
world-government all of their military 
atrength.”” j 

But what are the chances of the Big 
Three taking that step? -And it is 
just conceivable that an offer of the 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


secret of the atom-bomb migkt be 
used to change the structure of the 
United Nations, 


Pressure from iron and steel 


HE Board of Trade has invited 
~  tyade associations to send ex- 
perts to Germany to select industrial 
plants for removal to Britain, while 
The Economist (Nov. 3) reports that 
the Br’tish Iron and Steel Federation 
is pressing the Government particu- 
larly hard—The Times (Nov. 5) con- 
tains a letter from the Assistant 
Secretary of the Federation which 
confirms this—and also that the Trade 
Unions concerned are in with the em- 
ployers. It is imperative that the 
Government should resist the demand. 
The only chance Britain has of sav- 
ing something of Germany (and 
Europe) is to have clean hands in the 
reparations racket. Otherwise, it 
eannot stand out against the demands 
of the Russians and the Americans. 

The best thing for the world would 
be if USA would buy off the Russians 
by granting them credits. That is 
probably what Roosevelt would have 
done or tried to do. But we cannot 
expect it of Truman. Truman re- 
flects the purposes that are common to 
Big Business and the naive isolation- 
ism of the American Main Street. 
He appears to have the stature of a 
small town politico. The death of 
Roosevelt, who was at least prepared 
to lead, not follow, American de- 
mocracy, has been disastrous. 


Who said ‘Serve ’em right’? 


“WF you talk about the Ger- 

mans starving,” commented 
a public man in a_ typical 
suburban - industrial locality, 
“all you will get from most 
people will be, ‘Serve them 
right !’” 

Yet on board a ship, secure them- 
selves, but with a raft load of 
helpless, dying men in sight, very few 
in that majority would ask whether 
the men were bad characters or not, 
or would be content to have the cap- 
tain ignore all mercy and steam on. 
And fewer in a fire would want to 
turn their backs and let women and 
children burn to death on a top floor. 
Why then, when the victims are 
millions, and include hundred of 
thousands of babies under one year 
old, should any person who is not a 
brute be less considerate than he 
would be for dogs and cats ? 

News from Germany is still in- 
adequate; but what we know suggests 
a treatment of a beaten and now 
defenceless people comparable only 
with such historic outrages as William 
the Conqueror’s ravaging of the 
North. It is not only the starvation 
rations, the deprivation of coal, the 
uprooting and expulsions of whole 
populations. It is also the stripping 
of factories which takes his tools from 
the workman, the denial of trade, the 
alenial of self-direction in relation 
even to the re-making of some sort of 
homes in the cities nine-tenths 
brought down to rubble. In the British 
zone, no doubt, the treatment is 
better. Britain both would not and 
cannot afford to be guilty of the 
worst. But we are sharing in the slave 
holding; while if we are to hold the 
whole German people guilty because 
of Belsen and the Nazis, must we not 
by the same reckoning consider our- 


by PERCY REDFERN 


selves responsible for everything 
done by Russia or any ally ? 
“Utterly destroy ali that they 
have, and spare them not.” But it is 
three thousand years since that mass- 
acre of the heathen seemed justified 
by reason of the previous cruelty of 
the Amalakites. The historic effect 
upon the victorious nation of that 
capacity for believing itself to be the 
instrument of divine punishment, is 
something that we are able to judge. 
The effect has been disastrous. It is 
addly claimed that we British are 


the lost ten tribes. Partners in 
the atomid bombs let loose 
without warning, do we really 


believe ourselves appointed to step 
into those dead shoes and carry on a 
punishment of nations? If we do, 
let us beware! German or British, 
every self-justified act of cruelty by 
nation to nation debases the inter- 
national standard. Each becomes 2 
precedent, worst and most deadly 
when set up in the name of moral 
right. Other people with other ideo- 
logies may yet invent reasons for 
doing unto us as we have done. What 
we do matters, and matters more than 
the reasons and mental beliefs that 
enable us to do it. 


It is not now impossible for a hun- 
dred years or even fifty will see that 
these densely-peopled islands become a 
cockpit (if that relatively mild word 
can indicate future aerial warfare) 
and to see the victors, whoever they 
are, stripping us of what the atomics 
have left. It is not impossible that 
some distant natives, Tibetans or 
Afghans, may review all oor European 
and imperial wars, all our past 
wealth from power, and say then, 
when asked to assist our great- 
grandchildren starving, “Serve them 


right!’ That is not a musty, feeble 


proverb, about being measured by the 
measure we use. Only if we deal with 
Germany (or Japan) as we would be 
dealt with in the place of either— 
only so are we safeguarding the 
future for our country and our 
children’s children. 

Frightened by the story of Naga- 
saki and Hiroshima, where survivors 
die slowly, because radio-active dust 
has produced wounds which will not 
heal, political thinkers are declaring 
that nothing short of a firm alliance 
of world powers controlling all the 
means to atomic force, can save man- 
kind from mutual destruction. Where 
holy alliances, and triple alliances, 
and leagues of all the nations have dis- 
solved in war, who will hope for peace 
to be made perpetual by organized 
fear ? Under the Power that made 
him, only man can save man. Safety 
is in the hearts of those who are out- 
raged and revolted by man’s _in- 
humanity to his kind. We must feel 
indomitably, and if needs be against 
all evidence, a unity with whatever 
is human in German, Russian, Jap, 
Italian or other, in time of peace or 
war, whether that other is politically 
friend or enemy. We will have no 
Slav against Teuton, no Aryan 
against Jew, no white against black, 
no man against man. It’is no easily 
practicable creed, for rarely do men 
love one another, And with nearly 
fifty years of acquaintance with the 
Pacifist movement I know how minor 
it is in a world of power. Yet we are 
driven to an edge. 

Either the way is over there to 
destruction or, difficult as it is, to a 
human solidarity just good enough 
to set up a fair sharing of the world’s 
wealth between the nations and 
eliminate war. To this extent, in- 
effective as it seems to be, it is with 

pacifism that hope remains. 


WE used—in Roosevelt’s time—to 

anticipate that, in return for 
huge credits to Russia, USA would 
require from Russia a reasonable 
policy towards Germany. It was the 
best thing to hope for and we hoped 
for it. We commend tle disappoint- 
ment of our hope to the consideration 
of those starry-eyed correspondents 
who object to our pessimism. 

Even in expressing this hope we 
were conscious that we were being de- 
liberately optimistic. There was 
already a good deal of evidence that 
Rooseveit nimself was influenced by 
the fatal Morgenthau plan; and the 
Crowley report on the measures to be 
taken to destroy Germany’s war- 
potential justified one in fearing the 
worst. Still, there was the chance 
that tke quick intelligence of Roose- 
velt would see the light—if only the 
red one. 

Was there ever a real chance of his 
persuading the Russians to a sane 
and human policy by the offer of vast 
American aid in reconstruction? I 
doubt it. Even if Roosevelt had con- 
ceived the policy, it would probably 
have been rejected by Congress. We 
are forced back, again and again, to 
the root cause of the European dis- 
aster: that both Russia and USA con- 
ceive it to be against tneir interests toa 
save Europe from collapse. 


Impotent good intentions 


"PHAT is something which, one of 

my correspondents instructs me, 
no good pacifist would permit himself 
to say. It is imputing evil motives. 
Well, well. I never did believe that 
human nature was naturally good. I 
think men as individuals behave 
better ‘than they do as nations; but 
since I also believe that in the mass- 
society the individual is largely an 
illusion, the moderately good inten- 
tions of individuals are impotent to 
check the ievil behaviour of States. 
That rages on; and since nine-tenths 
of the behaviour of man consists of 
the behaviour of States, I see nothing 
wrong in imputing evil motives. 
Their existence and their preponder- 
ance seems to me a plain fact. 

The problem is to make the State 
more responsive to the morality of the 
individual, that is, to make the in- 
dividual more real than he is to-day. 
I don’t know the answer: except to 
persuade individuals to assert their 
own reality: and that takes a long 
while. 


Labour and the dockers 


TF we have hitherto refrained from 
“commenting on the Dock Strike, 
it is not because we did not regard it 
as a highly significant happening, but 
because we had nothing very hopeful 
| to say about it, except to hope that it 
| would end. It is true that it shows a 
; Jack of social responsibility in the 
j dockers. But to suggest that this is 
| peculiar to the dockers would be a 
rank injustice to a set of men who, as 
; anv photograph of a meeting of 
strikers shows plainly, are ordinarily 
i decent British working men. The 
dockers have as much sense of social 
responsibility as any other equally 
large section of the population. It is 
| not enough anywhere, to-day. 
| It is, indeed, not the dockers whom 
; we would criticise for their lack of 
social responsibility, but the Govern- 


(CONFINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


NO EXCUSES 


| & is a little disheartening to receive a letter 
_aceusing me of being “a fanatical anti- 
| Soviet ’’ writer who makes 

attacks ” on Russia. a 


I cannot find it in my heart or mind to make 
excuses for the behaviour of Russia. If I 
were to do so, I should have to abandon the 
foundation of my pacifism—which is the con- 
viction that the individual human being must 
be treated with humanity. Here is an account 
of Vienna from the special correspondent in 
Austria of The Tribune (Nov. 2), the Left 
Socialist weekly which, up to a few months 
ago, was more than friendly to Russia. 

‘““There is no point in beating about the 
bush. Too many people know what has hap- 
pened. The Russians have between 600,000- 
800,000 troops in Austria: In the Zones they 
have occupied, they have left behind ther a 
trail of economic and moral devastation.” 

I will not copy the horrifying details. I 
can only beseech those strange people who 
write that my criticisim of Russia are not 
based on fact to read the article itself. 


The behaviour of Russia seems to me by 
far the most important fact in the whole 
world today. Were I to keep silence about it, 
I should be false to my trust as editor of 
Peace News. Pacifism is not to cry Peace, 
peace where there is no peace. That is coward- 
ice and hypocrisy. Peace News tries to be, 
before all else, an honest paper. Because of * 
that it appeals for your support to the Peace 


| News Fund. 
THE EDITOR. 


Contributions sinee Oct. 26; £14 7s. 54d. 
Total to date: £6,093 4s. 3d. 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News, I.td.. and address them to the Accoun- 
tant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


“* venomous 
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November 9, 1945 


‘PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 .- 
Stamford Hill 2262 


All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


MY BROTHER’S 
KEEPER? 


AFTER the last war and the last 
4% peace John Maynard Keynes 
wrote a book which was to become a 
elassic—‘ The Economic Consequences 
of the Peace.” It was, alas, years 
before its irrefutable exposure of the 
necessary consequences of the Peace 
of Versailles began to penetrate the 
minds of the political leaders of 
Europe. By that time the damage 
was done. The recovery of Europe 
had been made impossible, democracy 
poisoned and stunted, and Germany 
induced to that alternation of despair 
and neurotic exaltation of which the 
Nazi regime was the appropriate ex- 
pression. If the blindly nationalist 
statesmen of that time had listened 
to Lord Keynes arguments and plead- 
ings, the incredible misery of Europe 
to-day would have been averted. 

Now there has appeared a book, in 
the form of a pamphlet, “Am I my 
Brother's Keeper?” (Gollancz, 1s.) 
which may well have the same place 
in the moral history of our time as 
Lerd Keynes’ book had years ago. It 
is characteristic of the changed world 
that it is published for a mass-circula- 
tion. It also makes its impact on a 
psychological situation—in Britain 
anyhow—very different from that 
created by the immoral coupon elec- 
tion whereby Lloyd George finally for- 
feited his claim and Britain’s to the 
mora] leadership of the world. If 
Britain alone had to be considered, 
we might feel some confidence that 
Mr. Gollancz’s book—for surely he is 
“Marcus Aurelius "—would have its 
effect, and save Europe from the 
catastrophe that looms over it. 

But Britain is no longer a decisive 
power in the affairs of the world. It 
is itself near to exhaustion, and it 
stands, a feeble third, between the 
colossal powers which are not imn- 
terested in saving Europe from ruin, 
and are apparently determined to pre- 
vent Europe from saving itself. And 
Britain, by itself, cannot hope to save 
Europe. It can try to save what it 
can; but only at the cost of virtually 
breaking with its two mighty Allies. 
This is enormously worth doing, even 
at the price required. But even this 
will be done only if the people of this 
country strengthen the will of the 
Government to go forward resolutely 
on its own—and create at least a basis 
of life and health amid the appalling 
misery of Germany. 

Let every member of the Peace 
Pledge Union do one simple thing: 
buy one copy of “ Am I my Brot! ar’s 
Keeper?” for himself, and buy ancther 
to give away to the first likely person 
he meets. To circulate this book is at 
the present moment the best thing 
that a worker for peace can do. It is 
imperative that the people of this 
country should be made to understand 
the sheer iniquity of the Potsdam 
Agreement. The few elements of 
hopefulness which the Agreement 
possessed were scrapped within a few 
days: only its evil remains. Yet 
simply because it calls itself an Agree- 
ment, and because it was signed as a 
common document by the Big Three, 
it has a certain sanctity in the mind 
of the average man. It is a monu- 
ment of the time when the Allies were 
at least in nominal agreement. 

They were in agreement, indeed—to pass a 
sentence of death on Europe. They wanted, 
of course, only to pass a sentence of death 
on Germany and the German people. The 
folly of Versailles has been repeated, in cir- 
cumstances more desperate, by methods more 
cruel, and with purposes more sinister. It is 
impossible, in sober terms, to depict the nature 
and magnitude of the disaster which is being 
deliberately prepared for Europe. And we 
must get it clearly in our minds that even 
if relief on a far larger scale than ia at 
present intended were to be rushed to Ger- 
many, the disaster would only be postponed. 
The terrible danger is that Europe will, 
through the paralysis of its economy, became 
permanently incapable of recovery. 


Peace News is open for the expression of 
all points of view relevant to pacifism. 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned, do 
not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise- 
ments imply any endorsement of, or PPU 
eonnexion with, the matter advertised. 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Home: quarterly, 84. 3d.; yearly, 128. 6d. 
Abroad: quarterly, 2s. 9d.; yearly, 10a. 6d. 


JOHN SCANLON asks 


TPE recent attacks on the Keynes 

_, USA negotiations by leading 
British Empire traders help to throw 
some light on what is taking place. 
They reveal that the USA is trying 
to force upon Britain the same econo- 
mic trading system as Britain and 
the USA tried to force on Germany 
in 1936. 

As we know, or at least should 
know, Germany refused, and the war 
followed. Now, in 1945, British 
Empire traders say they will refuse 
to accept USA conceptions of trade, 
which they themselves tried to en- 
force on Germany in 1936. 

That may seem a sweeping state- 
ment, but let us see whether it can 
be justified. What sort of trading 
system does the USA ask us to 
adopt? For the answer to this I will 
quote Mr. L. S. Amery in a letter 
to The Times on September 15, 1945; 
but I would especially ask my readers 
to note the word “legend.” Mr. 
Amery’s letter says: 

“The revival is being urged by American 
interests on the strength of the legend that 
the great inter-war depression was the result 
of tariffs, quotas, exchange controls, Empire 
preference, and other ‘restrictive practices,’ 
and that only a genera) return to a single 
monetary system and ‘non-discriminatory ’ 
trade on a low tariff basis can bring about 
a much-needed world economic expansion. 
The legend is directly contrary to the facts 
gee 


About turn 


Now if that does not make us rub 
our eyes, it should. For Mr. Amery 
is simply telling us that every single 
economic doctrine preached to us, and 
practised by Britain for centuries, has 
been wrong. In that crucial period 
of 1936 when the issue of war or 
peace hung in the balance Mr. Eden 
himself informed the Germans that 
their restrictive measures and ex- 
change control were making trade 
recovery uneven. But now, in 1945, 
Mr. Amery, in his letter, says, in 
effect, that Lord Keynes is going to 
sacrifice the British Empire “in 
pursuit of the will of the wisp of the 
mid-Victorian economic world.” 

Again it should be emphasised that 
the economic system of Britain up 
till 1939 was the “will of the wisp” 
of “the mid-Victorian economic 
world.” Mr. Amery’s letter makes it 
clear that he wants an economic sys- 
tem totally different from the one 
which he claims is being urged on 


e 

A Christmas gesture ? 

A S Christmas approaches once more 
< there will be many people won- 
dering, as we are to-day, in what way 
we can individually express the 
Christmas message, 

We have now been told officially 
that the Government will not allow 
us to contribute voluntarily from our 
own rations towards the needs of mil- 
lions who are starving in Europe. 
Pressure will no doubt continue to be 
exerted ‘through political and other 
channels, and some of us may feel 
able to assist in trying to bring about 
a more humane policy on the part of 
the Government. But the gospel of 
peace on earth among men of goodwill 
is much more than g call to political 


action. It is an individual message 
demanding an individual response. 
The conditions in which we now live 
make such an individual response in- 
creasingly difficult. For centuries we 
have celebrated the feasting in the 
inn, until the stable and the manger 
are almost forgotten. To-day we 
shall spend our Christmas by our 
comfortable firesides, well supplied 
with food and unable even to take a 
crust to those who are starving out- 


side. The doors will be locked to us 
as well as to them. 

_ To many of us the situation is completely 
intolerable, because it appears to take away 
from us the opportunity of even the smallest, 
the merely symbolic gesture of giving from 
our own sufficiency to those in terrible and 
urgent need. We are told of our rations 
having been cut to a minimum, but we know, 
as the whole world knows, that this is not 
true. It is with bitter shame that we realize 
our real condition—wel] fed, warmly clothed 
and yet unable to share these benefits with 
those whose needs are so much greater than 
our own. 

There has been no proposal for a general 
cut in rationa—only that those who wished to 
give should be allowed to do so. Without that 
opportunity the coming Christmas celebrations 
will be a gigantic sham in which we cannot 
possibly participate. The idea of stuffing 
ourselves with food in the name of peace and 
goodwill, with people starving outside the 
door, is indecent and macabre. But beyond 
this repugnance and a determination not to 
“celebrate” in the traditional way we have 
a strong desire to make some gesture express- 
ive of the true spirit of Christmas, and would 
prefer something that will help to arouse the 
conscience of others. 

Ia there nothing that can be done by the 


LETTERS 


What is behind the 
Washington talks ? 


Britain by America’s _ interests. 
America wants to go back to mid- 
Victorian economies. Mr, Amery 
wants to abandon the legend that 
mid-Victorian economics are good for 
a nation like Britain. 

But the questions naturally arise: 
What are mid-Victorian economics? 
Why does America want to revive 
them? Why does Britain oppose the 
revival? And lastly, why, and when, 
did Britain decide that mid-Victorian 
economics were — in fact — mid- 
Victorian. 

The answer to the first question is 
that the general conception of econo- 
mics, as laid down by Sir Robert Peel, 
was: “Buy in the cheapest market 
and sell in the dearest.” But strictly 
speaking that was the second stage 
of the process. For if nations were 
to buy our goods they had first to 
get money. How did they get the 
money? That, too, was quite simple 
—they came to London to borrow the 
money. London, for various reasons 
which are to be found in history, was 
the Money Centre of the world. But 
there is no need to take the word 
of a layman for this. We will take 
the word of that accepted writer of 
the mid-Victorian era—Walter_ B. 
Wagehot. In his book “ Lombard 


Street” he says: 

“We are asked to lend, and do lend, 
vast sums, which it would be impossible 
to obtain elsewhere . . . ‘ 

“If any nation wants even to make a 
railway it is sure to come to this country 
—to the country of banks—for the money.” 


Now anybody will see at a glance 
what an excellent system of econo- 
mics that was, for those who are 
always willing to fight for the right 
to lend. The rising USA needed rail- 
ways. Those who wanted to build the 
railways came to London to borrow 
the money—at interest, of course. 
Next the man in Britain who wished 
to roll the steel rails, make the 
engines, ete. also came to the City 
and borrowed money to buy his raw 
materials, and pay wages etc. It 
was an excellent system, and Mr. 
Churchill himself has referred to the 
“palmy days of Victoria.” The palm 
was greased twice. 


many people who share our feelings in this 
matter ? We are not proposing any scheme, 
still less offering to organize one—but if 
others are planning any suitable gesture at. 
Christmas we should jike to know of it. 
Surely some form of “testimony” is called 
for. ETHEL MANNIN. 
REGINALD REYNOLDS. 


Oak Cottage, Burghley Road, S.W.19. 


Hospitality for the children 


We would like to add another offer to those 
which have already appeared in Peace News, 
the Manchester Guardian and elsewhere, to 
take one or two German children into our 
home this winter without ration books or 


But as they say in the films— 
“Came the War ”—the war of 1914 
which, as Mr. Lloyd George tells us 
in his “ War Memoirs,” no statesman 
in Europe wanted. Still it came, and 
the USA ceased to borrow in London. 
In fact they lent on a mild scale to 
London. Britain sold some of her old 
investments in the USA. : 

But the City of London did not 
despair. From 1918 until 1931 it 
fought with the USA and France for 
the right to lend. It was beaten. The 
League of Nations report on this 


finance war said, in 1931. 

“‘London is no longer, as before the war 
(1914-18) the dominating financial market 
with a controlling influence on_ short-time 
capital] movements and by far the greatest 
lender on long-term account. In 1927-28, New 
York was almost as important and it was 
clear that Paris, although temporarily handi- 
capped, would soon emerge as a serious rival 
with a considerable capacity to export 
capital. . ."" 


Never defeated ! 


That report was issued in 1931, and 
it will be noted that we had lost the 
battle in 1928, But, as we know, one 
of the great qualities of our rulers 
is that they never know when they 
are defeated. That was the case in 
1929, for in that year, when Mr. 
Baldwin and Mr. Churchill guided 
financial destines of the City of 
London, they refused to admit defeat. 
If we look up the speeches of both 
gentlemen up till May, 1929, we will 
find them still saying we are the 
Money Centre of the world, discount- 
ing bills cheaper than New York. We 
have Mr. Baldwin saying, on May 15, 
Eee foreign funds are coming to London, 
staying in London, and the foreign loans. 
being raised in London.” 

Our prosperity in 1929 was due to the 
return to the gold standard. 

Still it had been a great battle 
which, as we know, ended in both 
Britain and the USA being driven off 
the gold standard. But competition 
amongst money-lenders was found 
unprofitable. In 1932 they decided to 
co-operate, but it was to be on that 
one money system still loved in the 
USA, but now abhorred by Mr. 


~), Amery. 


If my readers will look up the dis- 
cussions on the World Economic 
Conference in 1933 they will find Mr. 
Chamberlain speaking in support of 
proposals drafted for the Conference 
by the three big Banks — England, 
USA and France. What were the 
proposals? They, were those mid- 
Victorian economics: all currencies 
based on the gold standard—countries 
with no such currencies to borrow 
from those which had them. 

That is what America is asking 
today, and Britain does not like it. 
Britain is no longer a lender—she is 
a borrower. America is a lender, and 


clothing coupons. If we can collect, say a] thinks the old system best. In 1936 


thousand offers we could then form a com- 
mittee and approach the Government for 


Hitler said he did not like the old 


transport facilitisa, ete. Surely our right to | system, but he had to lump it. But 


exercise charity cannot. be denied indefinitely. 

We feel certain that there must be many 
people in this country who can no longer eat 
their daily bread in peace with the knowledge 
of these countless children on the roads of 
Europe who ask their desperate mothers in 
vain for a little milk or bread or even a dry 
garmeni. And there is nothing for them, not 
a drop of warm water, nowhere to dry their 
clothes, nothing at all. 

Over 20 million people are in this appalling 
plight. How little it seems to save one out of 
20 million, and yet how much it can mean 
to that one! Should we not demand that 
through this winter we may be allowed to 
share our bread and vegetables, our clothes 
and the warmth of our firesides, however little 
of these things we are likely to have, with 
at least one of these helpless children for 
whom the barest minimum will mean the 
difference between life und death. Z 

Please let us make up our minds quickly 
about what help we can offer. Apart from 
hospitality, help with clothing and food rations 
and money will all be urgently required. Soon 
there will be heavy frosts on the roads of the 
Continent to which we are neighbours. 

MARK and IRMGARD FITZROY. 

The Rise, Mortimer, nr. Reading, Berks. 

All offers should he sent to the Service 
Secretary, PPU, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


Russia exonerated 

Probably most of your readers are not misled 
by Observer’s Russo-phobia and make a 
large discount from his observations thereon. 
If any evidence were needed that refugees in 
Russian-occupied Germany were not in fact 
being treated any worse than in the Anglo- 
American zone, Dr. Schlaffer’s report to the 
Berlin administrators quoted in the News 
Chronicle of Oct. 27, should be sufficient. His 
evidence was to the effect that everything 
humanly possible was being done for the eight 
million on his hands. Corroboration that this 
is so was also given by Mr. N. M. Dodds, 
MP, in the House of Commons on Friday 
week, who claimed actually to have entered 
Russian territery by unofficial means and saw 
the refugee administration in action. 

= BH. W. RAWLINGS. 


17 Highlands Road, Barnet, Herts. 


where does the new Labour Govern- 
ment stand? That must wait till next 


week, 


HOUSMAN’S 


—open now 


“DRUMS UNDER THE WINDOW ” 
Sean O’Casey 


“INTEGRATION OF THE 
PERSONALITY ” 
Cc. G. Jung 


“ ACCOUNT RENDERED” 
Vera Brittain 
“SOCIAL JUSTICE” 
Emile Brunner 
“THE PROVING OF PSYCHE” 
Hugh I’A Fausset 


124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.|I. 
en 
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@ Peoples’ Peace Crusade reports 


“PEACE - THE 


THAT MATTERS” - 


ONE CAUSE 


Sybil Thorndike 


| Paster HOUSE, Euston Road, was comfortably full on Sunday afternoon 
when an audience, largely composed of non-pacifists, heard Sybil Thorn- 
dike, Vera Brittain and Stuart Morris, with Lady Parmoor in the chair, 
speaking in support of the Peoples’ Peace Crusade. 


The Chairman directed thé atten- 
tion of the audience to the subject 
rarely out of mind when considering 
world peace—the discovery of atomic 
energy. She believed that this should 
be placed in the control of a band of 
international scientists under the 
authority of the Social and Economic 
Council of the United Nations, as a 
symbol that atomic energy was given 
by God for life and not for death. 

Dame Sybil said “It is a privilege 
to stand on a platform with those who 
are giving very nearly all their work- 
ing hours to the cause of world feace, 
whic: is the one cause that matters.” 
If we did not place ourselves in the 
stream of living instead of continuing 
as we had dione, we might as well say 
goodbye. The only way of fighting 
an evil was to take a good which was 
dynamic and made evil of no account. 


Destructive or Creative ? 


_ There was too much negative critic- 
ism. One always had the choice be- 
tween the creative and the destructive 
way. She had been in Germany at 
the time when non-fraternization was 
in force. It was always hard on an 
actor not to be friendly. The thirty 
Germans working in their theatre had 
asked only to do good work. 


If a way out o1 our troublea was to be found 
the world must become full of an infinite and 
a creative pity. 


Vera Brittain had returned from Scan- 
dinavia filled with hope and inspiration by 
the magnificent spirit of Norway, which was 
deeply anxious to help Europe. 


There were signs of the growth ef a Save 
Europe Now movement in Sweden which 
might be most effective. It was distressing to 
be given more meat than one could eat in 
Denmark when one knew that only a hundred 
miles away people were dying for lack of 
food. While she was there 34,000 head of 
cattle had been returned by the exporters to 
Danish farmers. The meat could not be 
exported because there were no refrigeration 
ships. But no refrigeration was necessary for 
transport from Denmark to Germany. Could 
not the Allies buy this meat for Europe ? 
“The roots of war,” said Vera Brittain, 
‘‘are in human inefficiency and human i)l-will 
and these are not inalienable facts.’ 


Stuart Morris said that since Stalin had 
dissolved the Third International there was 
only one international, that of the war 
resisters’, and that this was the hope for the 
brotherhood we wished for. Peace was no 
longer a question of treaties between govern- 
ments. Hope lay only in the people of one 
country stretching out their hands to the 
people of another country. 

It was said that nobody wanted war. It 
would be truer to say that nobody wanted it 
if they could get what they wanted by other 
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SPEAKING AND 


THE FIRST WEEK 


"PHE first week of the Peoples’ 

_ Peace Crusade culminated in a 
public meeting at Friends House, 
Euston Road, on Sun., Nov. 4. (See 
next column). 

The Crusade started with simul- 
taneous meetings on the previous Sun- 
day, when Patrick Figgis and Stuart 
Morris spoke at Newcastle and Sybil 
Morrison at Carlisle. A team of 
speakers including, in addition to the 
above, Winifred Rawlins, Bryan 
Anstey, and Donald Port moved south- 
ward during the week holding both 
indoor and, as far as the weather per- 
mitted, ‘open-air meetings daily, 
covering the following towns: Leeds 
and York; Preston, Stockport and 
Eccles; Sheffield and Huddersfield; 
Nottingham and Leicester; Oxford; 
and Birmingham. 

In many cases these meetings repre- 
sented the first attempt to reach the 
general public since the beginning of 
the war. A considerable amount of 
work had been done by the local or- 
ganizers in the way of ‘newspaper 
advertisements, leaflet distribution, 
etc., and in every case the audience 
contained a proportion of  non- 


pacifists. Good discussions resulted. 

Detailed reports of the meetings will be 
considered by the Public Action Committee 
for the purpose of trying to appreciate the 
lessons they have to teach and of deciding 
on future plans, for it is the intention that 
the Crusade shall continue. 


means. But war did not in point of fact 
achieve what we wanted. It had not given 
Japan or Germany what they wanted. In 
sweeping away much that was bad in those 
two countries we had also swept away much 
of our own inheritance and it had become 
obvious that the victors, too, had not gained 
their ends. Where was any eign of imple 
menting that part of the Atlantic Declaration 
which said that for spiritual and economic 
reasons alike we had to come to the abandon- 
ment of the use of violence ? God had given 
us our hearts’ desire and sent leanness into 
our souls. 

The pooling of scientific knowledge in rela- 
tion to atomic energy would do much t3 
establish trust and make possible a new experi- 
ment in international co-operation. How 
should non-pacifists face the present situation ? 
Should they not ask themselves whether their 
previous arguments in regard to security did 
not now jead to the conclusion that the only 
security lay in the renunciation of violence ? 

To pacifists he would say: “‘ Reaffirm your 
personal renunciation of war in order that 
you may help.to deny to Governments the 
right to use the atomic bomb or other means 
of violence. Putting first things first, devote 
yourselves wholeheartedly to all that the 
Peoples’ Peace Crusade standa for.’’ 
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Pierre Ceresole dies in Lausanne 


We deeply regret to announce the 
death in Lausanne on October 23, 
at the age of 66, of Pierre Ceresole, 
founder of the International 
Voluntary Service for Peace, and, 
until hig death, its international 
seerctary, as well as President of 
the British branch. 

The following memoir is from 
Professor John Harvey, of Leeds 
University, who is Chairman of the 
British branch of IVSP. 


DIERRE CERESOLE, compara- 
tively little known as he was 
outside his own country, was cer- 


tainly one of the greatest inter- 
nationalists of his time. Son of a 
former Swiss President, with a 


brother a colonel in the Swiss army 
and family connections in more than 
one country, he brought to the service 
of peace a very unusual combination 
of gifts both of mind and character— 
a shrewd common-sense, the keen 
brain of a trained engineer, a singu- 
lar breadth of sympathy and depth of 
compassion, a fine sense of humour 
and the vision of an idealist. And 
with these qualities and the rare gift 
lof friendship that endeared him to so 
many, there was another which is not 
very common among pacifists in this 
country, a belief in order and discip- 
line as being no less necessary to the 
adventures of peace than to those of 
war. He had little use for slipshod 
and indeterminate goodwill, or merely 
desultory unregulated pacific enter- 
prise. 


Ordered labour 


To the founder and inspirer of the 
“Service Civil Voluntaire | Inter- 
national” it was a cardinal point that 
no constructive service intended to 
foster the spirit of peace and inter- 
national co-operation could be worth 
much if it were not given the ordered 
structure of strenuous, regular 
labour. A certain amount of bracing 
discipline, even trough it were irk- 
some to many, was, he held, a neces- 


sary backbone to any creative activity. 
A too “unchartered freedom ” would 
leave our efforts invertebrate. 


This is no place to summarize however 
briefly the story of the ‘ Service Civil” and 
ite undertakings in various countries in 
Europe in the last 25 years. Rather I would 
recall a picture of Pierre nine years ago 
when, in the first autumn of the Spanish Civil 
War, * —.d the privilege of being his com- 
panion in the part of France adjoining the 
Pyrenees. We were examining the possibili- 
ties of SCVI (in English IVSP) services for 
Spanish refugees, especially the children; and 
it was both amusing and revealing to watch 
the impression Pierre almost always made 
upon the testy, suspicious, and at first not 
too co-operative officials with whom we had 
to deal. It was the impression not of a rapt 
and fiery prophetic soul but of an extremely 
practical idealist, his feet firmly on the 
ground, resolute to face and master facts, 
but with an unusual piston of power driving 
him on, That the source of this power was 
religion was seen when a few years ago he 
joined the Society of Friends in Switzerland. 

Pierre’s own most signa] achievement, a 
reallly inspired piec> of service, was perhaps 
his work for and alongside of the Indians of 
Bihar after the disastrous earthquake of 1934. 
His letters from India during the many 
months that he spent there from 1934 to 
1937 are a deeply moving revelation of a 
great Jover of humanity, patient, sensitive, 
eager and sagacious in service, a Persona 
grata alike to British officials and Indian 
nationalists. ‘‘Shantipur" the ‘village of 
Peace” (the name given to the village that 
was replanned and rebuilt) is an abiding 
memorial to a great soul whose sympathies 
knew no frontiers. 


Delegates from Europe for 
1.V.S.P. conference 


For their London Conference on 
December 1 and 2, at Denison House, 
Victoria, the IVSP hope to welcome 
delegates from Switzerland, Holland, 
Norway and France, in addition to an 
observer from Denmark. 

The re-establishment of European 
contacts by IVSP has been proceeding 
remarkably. It is now hoped that 
four Swiss members will shortly join 
their unit engaged on relief work in 
Volos, Greece, 

A second IVSP team wf 12 will be 
at work in Germany by the end of 
this week. 


‘Save Europe from Starvation 
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MEETING AT~ THE ROYAL 


ALBERT HALL 


Monday, November 27, 7 p.m. 


CHAIRMAN: THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK 
SPEAKERS: 


Robert Boothby, M.P. 
Clement Davies, K.C., M.P. 
Michael Foot, M.P. 


Victor Gollancz 


T. L. Horabin, M.P. 


Eleanor Rathbone, M.P. 
Lt.-Col. Rees-Williams, M.P. 


Sir Arthur Salter, M.P. 


R. R. Stokes, M.P. 
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Soe aa Duff, 14 Henriettta Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2 
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PERSONAL 


FREDRICK LOHR ss apks. 
foreign | Fri. evening at 7.15, the 
Halt, Palmer St., Westminster. _ 

LIVERPOOL FRIENDS' alee an ay ere i 
i e A = Nov. 16, Dr. F. B. Julian will spk. uilders), Ltd., enburstsAve:, 
received with gratitude. Pl. send ta on “The Christian Church and World|N.W.5. (Gul, 2065.) 


every BUILDING TRADESMEN (onlyf 
Alliance/requ. for bomb damage repre. in 


North and South London. Stewart 
Richards, Ltd. and Shand 


TWO RELIABLE helpers for mkt. 

——— |gdn., board & lodging provided, 

Christians preferred. Davies, Milton 
Abbas, Blandford, Dorset. 


YOU WILL FIND true friendship | -——"— 


(correspndnee. or visit) 53.;|Vera Brittain, Sarah Lury, Lesliejin the L. and H. C. Correspondence SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


1s. 6d. 


Maximum length: 50 words. Address|and hesitant people specially helped,!Pointer, Lady 
for Box No. replies: Peace Newa, 3; also stammerers. Dorothy Matthews,!Patrick Figgis, Corder Catchpool onjLondon, E.5. 
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words, classification, and date. 


trained 
We reserve the right to hold over : 


B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, 


BROOKHOUSE 
stowe, Boys from 7 yrs. accepted and|mentary; 


PRIimrose 5686 


Inclusive trms. QUAKERISM. 


Diffident, nervous,|Artingstall, Duke of Bedford, Arthur 


“Peace and Atomic Bombs” ; John 
Straight'’s *‘ Open Letter to Attlee” ;|CLUB. 
SCHOOL, Felix-!}Ronald Mallone’s International Com-|those desiring congenial pen-friend- 183. 
Partics., stamp, Sec.. PN, 19 
to School Certificate Stan-|Reviews: Attractively illustrated. 30| Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, Cardiff. 


dard. B i ir, 2 5 
advertisements and to limit the fre- Chrétian’ tellawehigante food, happy/}Darby Road, Oldbury 


Youth Forum; 


CONTACT 


Poetry ;} ships. 


Club. Send s.a.e. for partics. to Sec., 
Gibb, Ruth Fry,/L. and H. C. C. C., 39 Reighton Rd..|ly seek permanent smallhidg. with 


CORRESPONDENCE |Iand. 


A eatisfactory medium for{driving, mkt. gdning., stock. Box 


C.0., 29, wife, 3 children, anxious- 


cttge. up to 12 acres, rough or wood- 


Part/full-time wrk. offered, 


EXPERT PRINTING, duplicating, 
rubber stps. Mod. chges. Sty. for 
Lists, Samples or Estimate. 51 Liver- 


Information and 


pool Rd., London, E.10. 


quency of continuing advertisements.| ¢90 per year. 


ACCOMMODATION 


. CHRISTIAN PACIFIST cple (baby 
in Jan.), vegetarians, homeless after 
Nov. 16. Can anyone help with an 
unfurnshd. flat in Notting Hill Gate 
er W. London districts. Box 188. 

PACIFIST BUSINESS woman 
requs. unfurnishd. acomdtn.,  self- 
contained ftat or part hse., London 
or Home Counties. Box 177. 

CAN ANYONE offer young couple, 
baby, un/part furnishd. acemdtn. 
within reach Barnet. Gibson, 


““Meadway,” Sherwood Ave., Potters 
Bar. 


PACIFIST SERVICE Unit urgently 
needa acmdtn. for married members. 
Suggestions to 86 Rusholme Road, 
Manchester, 13. 

SUNSHINE IN winter in lovely 
Devon valley. Reduced trms. for win- 
ter mths. 2 guineas weekly. Perry, 
Gara Hill, Slapten, Kingabridge. 

SOMERSET LOVELY Mendip 
entry., smll. vegetarian, food reform 
Guest Hse., non-dairy a speciality. 
Situate in 16-acre market-gdn. Amy 
pile Uplands, Winscombe. Tel.: 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Gueat House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion: all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow. The Briars, Crich, Mat- 


Jock (Station: Amb : 
Ambergate 44). paue te sel ck 


LAND & COMMUNITY 
REQUIRED TO rent or sell 2 or 


8 acres for mkt. gdning., min. cost. 
Box 191. 

NR. HARLESTON. Norfolk, 50 
acres of land (11 old pasture), ex- 
tensive outbldgs. and tiled barn. 
Mod. milking hse. for 4, Railway 
coach make good living bungalow 
also gypsy caravan included. Price 
£1,400 substantial mortgage if requd. 
immediate possession. Med. heavy 
tender land. Box 184. 

FOR SALE & WANTED 

WANTED PORTABLE building 
approx. 12 ft. by 24 ft., auitable 
habitation or conversion thereto. 
Details, price please. Box 189. 

T.AMR BRAND Typewriter Rib- 
bons, clean, clear, enduring. All 
correctly spooled. 30s. 0d. doz., 18s. 
Gd. six, 10s. Od. three, 3a. 6d. each, 
pstge. pd. Please remember to name 
models, colours, “Peace News.” 
Martin Hardman, 15 Prorpect Plee., 
Preston. 

BOOTS. SHOES, rprs. (by skilled 
craftsmen), Hose slippers. Good 
stocks. Let me quote you free of 
chrge. by rtn. for anything you requ. 
from a baby’s first size to women’s 
eights or men’s elevens. Ladies’ and 
gentlemen's reliable walking shoes a 
speciality. Dempsey, Mail Dept., The 
She Wan. Rothwell, Northants. 

CHRISTMAS _ CARDS. Pen 
sketches of Ribblesdale district, 
Assorted dozens, 6s. 6d., post free. 
Smith. Studfold, Horton in Ribbles- 
dale, Yorks. 


literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1. 


DEMOCRACY, ETC., discugsed in 
‘“*Man the Madman” by John Nibb. 
Cloth 2s. 3d. post pd. BM/JONIB, 
London, W.C.1. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


LIVERPOOL. COME and hear 
Michael Tippett spkg. at Common 
Hall, Hackine Hey (off Dale St.) on 
Fri., Nov. 16, 7.30 p.m. Chairman: 
Marco =‘ Palilis, Merseyside Regn. 
P.P.U. 

DUKE OF BEDFORD spks. at 
Daylight Inn, adjoining Petts Wood 
S.R. station, on Thurs., Nov. 15 at 
8 p.m. Petts Wood P.P.U. Group. 

LONDON FORUM: Public Lec- 
ture. G. H. Bantock on “ The Social 


Criticism of L. H. Myers.” Alliance 
Hall, Palmer St., Westminster, Nov. 
12 at 7.30 

AT 1.15 P.M. on Fri., Nov. 16, in 
the Vestry of St. Margaret’s, Loth- 
bury, Gerald Bailey, Sece., Nat. Peace 
Council. Subject: “Can the Peace 
be Won 2?” 

C.0.s REUNION, Sat., Nov. 17. 
3.30 p.m. J. Allen Skinner on ‘“‘ No 
Conscription Council.” Tea. Marie 
& Erie Briault (Duets). Taylor 
String Trio, Social arranged by Ray- 
mond Ward at Co-operative Hall, The 
Broadway, West Hendon. Buses 83, 
142, 183, 645, 664, 666. N.W. London 
District Committee. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

We cannot confirm’ satisfactory 
conditions of employment in all posts 
advertised. Applications in doubt are 
recommended to consult the Central 
Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.1., which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 


FULL-TIME Assistant Warden 
(woman) requd. by Birmingham 
Assn. Girls’ Clubs for holiday youth 
hostel (rural area). Sense of voca- 
tion more important than exp. Sal. 
by arrangement. Apply: Warden, 
Windmill Hse., Weatheroak, nr. 
Alvechurch, Birmingham. 

WANTED. Resident asst. cook. 
Burgess Hill School, 11, Oak Hill 
Park, Hampstead, N.W.3. 

WANTED married couple. Hus- 
band some gdning. exp. ability milk 
hse. cow advantage. Wife help in 
hse. 3 hrs. dly. Nice furnishd. cttge., 
free milk and paricas ke bss pd 
Norfolk-Suffolk borders. ox : 

EXPERIENCED ASSISTANT 
Foster Mothers wtd. at—Girls’ Hme., 
Stanway, nr. Colchester; two at Boys” 
Hme., Tendring, nr. Clacton; Boys 
Hme.. Maldon; Harold Wood Hall 
Bovs’ Hme., Romford; and 26 Manor 
Rd. Romford. Resident psts. Sal. 
£65-5-£80 per annum plus war 
bonus. Apply: Lady Supervisor, 
Waterloo Lne., Chelmsford. 

JUNIOR ASSISTANT Foster 
Mother at the Boys’ Hme., Writtle. 
nr. Chelmsford. Resident. Sal. 
£50-5-£65 per annum plus war 
bonus. Apply: Lady Supervisor, 
Waterloo Lne., Chelmsford. 


PRINTING—large or small quan‘ 
tities of High-grade wrk.; anything 
from visiting cards to posters ! Stamp 
brings prompt quotation for your 
requs. Write: BM/FTLV, London, 
W.C.1. 

HAND-MADE WOOLLEN Rugs to 
order, variety colours; designs. 
Approx. price 7s. 6d. sq. ft. Partios. 
from Box 192. 

COWMAN 5 yrs.’ milking, delivery, 
ete. Requs. situation nr. sea or 
London. Box 190. 

DUPLICATING - TYPEWRITING. 
Expert wrk., prompt attention, terms 
mod., confidential. 1 Lower Church 


Rd., Richmond, Surrey. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A GOOD memory is a priceless 
asset. Simplified course, fascinating 
study, 7%. 6d. complete. Highly 
recommended. Commercial Assist- 
ance Bureau, 37 Endwood Crt. Rd., 
Birmingham, 20. 2 

CUT THIS out. For your social, 
hse. or Sunday school party engage 
The Magical Entertainer, Victor 
Warner, 36, Arden Rd., Birchfields, 
Birmingham, 6. 

INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday, q 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problems. 
Western 8935. ; 

ACCOUNTANT C.O. writes up 
traders hooks, prepares Profit and 
Loss Accounts, Balance Sheets and 


Income Tax Returns. Company 
formations arranged. Audits and 
costing undertaken. Box 96. 
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‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


ment. They ought to have the cour- 
age to put the real issue before the 
workers of this country and tell them 
that they have to make a choice be- 
tween two things: either they must 
voluntarily do their utmost to keep the 
economy of the country going at rates 
of pay considerably less than they 
were receiving in the last year of the 
ewar, or they will eventually have to 
submit to industrial compulsion on the 
Russian pattern. 


New incentives needed 


[t may be that the root of the 
trouble is, as The New English 
Weekly (Nov. 1) suggests, that. work 
in a modern industrial society is not 
interesting enough in itself to provide 
any inherent social incentive. The 
money incentive is the only one that 
is at all effective. But when, as to- 
day, the shortage of consumer goods is 
60 great that money will not buy 
money’s worth, the problem of finding 
a new social incentive is urgent and 
perplexing. It can be solved only at 
the level of morality and religion. 
But those who look back to the 
Middle Ages as a time when work had 
its own incentive romanticise. In 
the Middle Ages there was a natural 
compulsion to work. The nation as a 
whole had to work kard to keep alive 
at all. There was precious little mar- 
gin. Even to-day there is nit so 
much as many _ socialists believe. 
After all, two-thirds of the people of 
the world are engaged in agriculture; 
and agriculturists, even in high-stand- 
ard countries, live very near subsist- 
ence level. 


Task for democratic*socialism 
MPHE social incentives used in 

Russia are universal compulsion, 
and a highly differentiated wage rate: 
both of which are anathema to British 
Labour, which combines a theoretical 
admiration for Russian Socialism with 
an abhorrence of its essential prac- 
tices. But if these Russian social in- 
centives are ruled out by the temper of 
the British working-man, what re- 
mains except the choice between a 
voluntary determination to work hard 
or, failing that, a running down of the 
national economy to a point at which 
the compulsion of starvation again be- 
comes operative? If industry is in 
the main so organized that most 
workers are small cogs in a huge 
machine to which they feel no loyalty, 
while compulsion is impracticable, and 
differential wage-rates are tabu—the 
only course seems to be a vast decen- 
tralization of industry into small co- 
operative units. 

In other words, democratic Social- 
ism has hardly begun to think out a 
coherent and practicable programme. 
It is in danger of destroying the in- 
centive of pure Capitalism, and pro- 
viding nothing to take its place. The 
dockers’ attitude shows that loyalty to 
the. present hybrid and transitional 
society does not exist. The war 
economy was kept going by compul- 
sion and high wage rates. That de- 
hauch is ended. What is to happen 


now? 


2d; by post 3d. 
Freedom of 

| Conscience 
by ROBERT S. W. POLLARD 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


ARTHUR WRAGG 


Christmas Cards 


\2 different designs, with envelopes 
5/6 set, post free =e 


PRISON REFORM COUNCIL 
52 Greencourt Road, Petts Wood, Kent 


WAR RESISTERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL 


Thanks to translators 
More volunteers wanted ! 


There are now thirty-three mem- 

bers of the PPU giving the WRI 

tremendous service in translating 

We are overworking all of them. 

If you can as please write to 
the 


War Resisters’ International 
11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middx. 


REST OF THE ANNIVERSARY GATHERING NEWS 


‘Do the human thing’ 


PEAKING at the Anniversary 
Gathering last week, Donald Port 
recalled the political temper of the 
England in which Dick Sheppard 
founded the Peace Pledge Union. It 
was an atmosphere of growing apathy 
which induced many who called them- 
selves pacifists to be indifferent to 
European affairs and anxious only not 
to interfere. 

That was not the pacifism to which 
Dick Sheppard called them. His paci- 
fism was rooted in a conviction that 
peace depended on the cost which peo- 
ples were willing to bear, not on the 
price which, Munich-like, they wished 
others to pay.” 

The CO at his best, had paralleled 
the heroism of the lone fighter pilot of 
1940. He had asserted, despite every- 
thing, the international character of 
his faith. But, like the fighter-pilot, 
his stand lost its immediate relevance 
as the war was fought out with the 
huge offensives of Bomber Command. 

“ Now that decisive weapons are of 
such a robot nature,” said Donald 
Port, “ pacifist techniques are but 
romantie notions of a past age. In 
war, pacifists are as helpless as the 
rest of humanity. Their only real 
opportunity occurs in the times of 
relative peace.” Total war had made 
personal heroism meaningless as a 
political instrument. We must look, 
rather, to recent constructive experi- 
ments for examples of our work in the 
next few years—practical community 
politics. Kagawa and Gandhi had much 
to teach us here. Immeasurably more 
significant than Gandhi’s technique of 
emergency struggle was the Congress 
programme of education ahd social 
service. Kagawa, too, had integrated 
social service with political education. 


New sense of. awareness 


Dick Sheppard would have known 
how to use the new sense of awareness 
which was the most important legacy 
of Army and civil defence discussion 
groups. Here was a task which paci- 
fists could not fulfil alone, but to- 
wards which they could make a dis- 
tinctive contribution. 

But tre test was empirical. If they 
could not make a more whole-hearted 
contribution than others they would 
know there was no special contribution 
for a pacifist movement. 

“We can do our job best” declared 
Donald Port, “by working with all 
the good elements in the new Govern- 


ment—and if we concentrate not on 
doing the pacifist thing but the human 
thing.” 

(This report, together with the notice of 
““The Gates of Mercy’”’ was regretfully held 
over from our account last week of the Oct. 
27 gathering.) 

The first part of the eleventh PPU 


NO MORE WAR! 


— Motto of the World 
Youth Conference 


PROM the baleony of the Albert 
: Hall, I watched last week the 


Anniversary Gathering opened with a | opening rally of the World Youth 


welcome from Sybil Morrison, Chair- 
man of the London Area. 


Conference. It was not the first 


Welcome | Youth Conference which I had at- 


visitors to the concert included Arthur | tended.. At the previous conference 


Wragg, Mrs. Peggy Richardson (Dick 
Sheppard’s daughter), Mrs. Eric Gill 
and Dorothy and Piers Plowman. 
Vera Brittain, newly back from Scan- 
dinavia was also present. 

The Chairman expressed apprecia- 
tion of tre work of the artistes, Esther 
Hulbert and Robert Thomson, singers, 
Austen Smith, pianist, and Bill Grind- 
lay, who read “ The Waste Land.” 


“The Gates of Mercy ”’ 


ONE could respect the endeavour 

more than the achievement at 
the Cripplegate Theatre last Satur- 
day, when “ The Gates of Mercy,” by 
Bryan Anstey and Roy Walker, was 


performed as a part of the Dick! 


Sheppard anniversary gathering. 

Where art is concerned, it is a truism— 
lamentable though it may be--that aincerity 
(ike patriotism) igs not always enough. The 
sincerity and deep earnestness of the authors 
could not have been questioned, but the force 
with which they (and the players) conveyed 
their message of mutual forgiveness within 
the human family was lessened considerably 
by inadequate technique, both in the writing 
and the performance. 

I am inclined to think that the main weak- 
ness Jay in the dialogue, which was not free 
from naivete and which tended too often to 
become a monologue. The “story,” itself 
although it had crude and melodramatic 
moments, struck me as having great political 
strength; it was plausible in its broad outline 
and essentially dramatic. The characterization, 
too, was balanced and credible, although David 
North, the pacifist-turned-soldier, was not, in 
my opinion, well served by Mr. Leslie: Pitt, 
who set an example of over-acting which, 
fortunately was, not follawed by any of the 
othera. 

Mr. Robert Abbott, as an old farmer and 
Jay preacher, was the most endearing character, 
artlesa though he may have been. I liked 
Mr. Roy Walker and Miss Molly Lohr, too, 
for their quiet naturalistic restraint. Others, 
including Mr. Humphrey Moore, Mr. Reginald 
Smith, Mr. Geoffrey Hallett. Miss Nellie 
Harby and Miss Olga Vicek, had commendable 
points. The production was on the slow side 
and showed signs of inadequate rehearsal at 
several points; timing was poor and some of 
the seven scenes dragged. 

However, I felt that in the play as it was 
lay the kernel of a much better one; and the 
co-authors must have felt that the clearly 
expressed appreciation of the large audience 
was a sufficient encouragement to go on with 
their task of putting spiritual truth into 
dramatic form, and so invading new spheres 
of influence. 

Another performance of “The Gates of 
Mercy " is to be given on Sat., Dec. 15 at the 
Cripplegate Theatre, Aldersgate. 

W. H. GELDER. 


Clothes for Europe: the facts 


Gos is Europe’s priority need, greater even than the need for fooy, 


according to reports received from 


While clothing drives have been — 


launched in towns and country dis- 
tricts in various parts of this country 
there are still many places where this 
has not yet been done. Here, surely, 
is aw opportunity for PPU Groups to 
take the initiative. The most effec- 
tive plan is to enlist the co-operation 
of other local organizations such as 
the Local Counci] of Churches, WVS, 
Rotary Club, Red Cross, Trades Coun- 
cil, Womens’ Co-op. Guild, ete., and 
form a representative local committee. 

Insert a letter in the local Press, ask 
sympathetic shopkeepers if they will 
display posters or receive clothing at 
their shops, see headmasters and 
readmistresses and suggest that 
schools might help in the collection, 
ask clergy to announce the drive from 
their pulpits, get slides shown at 
cinemas, ask the local authority and 
business firms for fire-watchers’ and 
ARP blankets. 

Display posters in as many pro- 
minent places as possible, especially 
at receiving depots. Among the relief 
organisations distributing clothing is 
the Friends’ Relief Service, Friends’ 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1, 
and they can supply posters with a 
blank space for local information to 
be inserted. 

PPU Group secretaries were last 
week sent the instructions which the 
F.R.S. issue for arrangements for 
local clothing collections, but those 
proposing to send clothing through 
F.R.S. are advised to get in touch 
with them first as much time and 
energy can be saved if the clothing is 


properly sorted before it is de- 
spatched. 
Other bodies concerned include: 


Help Holland Council, Norman Hou 
Strand, London, W.C.2; Entr’aide Pe 
a4 Queen Anne Street, W.1; and Save The 
Children Fund, c/o Davis Turner & Co., 47 


relief workers on the Continent. 


“‘Release’”’ bill amendments 
MPHE Second Reading of the 


National Service (Release of Con- 
scientious Objectors) Bill is likely to 
take place today. 

Amendments in the Committee 
Stage will be directed against: 

(1) the postponement of release from 
conditions until four to six weeks 
after both men and officers of the 
equivalent age and service group 
in the Army have been demobilised, 
and (2) the absence of any provision 
for Class B releases (the importance 
of work to go back to). 

The question of COs who volun- 
teered for service later permitted by 
the Tribunals is also under considera- 
tion, 

When the Bill has become law the CBCO 
(6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1) is_to 
issue at 3d. (postage extra) a pamphlet ‘‘ The 
Release of COs” oy 

The reference to the prior demobilization 
of officers is particularly disconcerting, since 
certain classes of officers are liable to be 


retained for several months after the release 
of other ranke of the corresponding groups. 


Words of Peace - No. 149 


Self-expression and self-sacrifice 
seem to be the great opposing ideals, 
but you know normally I think it’s a 
partial view which makes them. 
When we are best employed and most 
conscious we are not concerned with 
either, I dowt think Shakespeare was 
conscious of self-expression or of hav- 
ing chosen right from wrong when he 
wrote Hamlet—he was too concerned 
with Hamlet. And all life ought to be 
like that, I believe it’s when there is 
something in us not finding its proper 
expression that we’re concerned about 


Graham Terrace, S.W.t (not 20 Gordon Square, 
W.C.1), Here again, in the case of larger 


—_—_———————— wees!) Guantities, a preliminary letter is advisable. 


right and wrong.... 
—Max Plowman, “ Bridge into the 
Future.” Letter of Jan. 1915. 


in November, 1942, I was 9 member 
of the Austrian Delegation, and at 
the second World Youth Congress in 
Paris, I represented Austria’s League 
of Nations Union. For weeks and 
months, we discussed the most topical 
current events. One resolution fol- 
lowed after another. The speeches 
which were made seemed endless. 

After all this, I asked myself 
last Monday night, what was tthe 
result of our efforts? Where did all 
these congresses lead to... ? 

The faces from Geneva, where the 
first World Youth Congress was held 
in 1986 and from Paris did not re- 


appear inthe Albert Hall. There 
was another generation, another 
spirit, will they succeed? It is too 


early to judge their work, which they 
began on Wednesday. Let us hope 
that the American motto for the 
World Youth Conferenee becomes a 
reality. It is “NO MORE WAR!” 

GERD TREUHAFT 


Sword of Gold 


A Life of Gandhi 
By Roy Walker 


An up-to-date biography of Mahatma 

Gandhi, with the stirring account of 

the Satyagraha Movement in South 

Africa and of the Freedom Movement 
in India. 


Price 7s. 6d. (postage extra, 4d.) 


Published by Indian Independence Union 
52 Lancaster Gate, London, W.2 


PROBLEM 
FAMILIES 


The full story of a pioneer 
venture in pacifist service 


lustrated 
Post 2/9d Free 


PACIFIST SERVICE UNITS 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.I. 


Please note our only address 
C. A. BROCK & Co. Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.I0. 

For all Printing & 


Stationery 


oa A new edition of 


A CONFESSION OF FAITH 
IN WAR TIME 


by Stephen Hobhouse 


The more it is read and its spirit 
accepted the less chance there is 
of future wars. 


(Manchester Guardian). 
Now available, price 6d. 


FRIENDS’ PEACE COMMITTEE 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, N.W.1 


A CATHOLIC APPROACH 
TO THE PROBLEM OF -: 
WAR 


The PAX Symposium is now ready, and 
copies may be obtained from Mrs, Britton, 
18 Beech Road, Langley, Bucks, price 1s. 
Contributors are: Hubert Grant Scarfe 
(editor), Eric Gill, Dr. W. E. Orchard, 
Rev. Dr. Albert Gille, Dr. Cecil Gill 
(Chairman of Pax), Stormont Murray, 
J. M. Walsh, Walter Shewring and Mark 
FitzRoy; and the contrihutions cover all 
the aspects of those fundamental principles 

| for which PAX stands. 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., Londoa, 
N.A. by “Peace Newa” Ltd. Printed by Cliffora 
/ Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 


